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King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


T HE author hopes, chat he ſhall avoid 
the cenſure of arrogance and preſumption 
in addreſſing the following diſcourſe to ſo 
great a Perſonage, when it is conſidered 
that it immediately relates to an event, in 
which your Majeſty, your Royal Houſe, and 
the whole Britiſh nation, are deeply inte- 
reſted, and moſt affectionately concerned. 
A 2 


— of the — _ of pri- 


vate relation being broken, your Majeſty 


hath much to lament in' the death of your 
Royal Uncle. This awful event affords 
room” for thekkertiſe- of all thbſegreat and 

noble affections of ſoul, which the Father 
of his people, on ſuch a melancholy oc- 
caſion, cannot but moſt intimately feel. 
In this character your Majeſty, no doubt, 
from the innate gracious diſ poſition of your 
mind, fincetely joins with your affeRionate 
ſubjects in deploring our common misfor- 
tune, in the loſs of a Prince of your au- 
ouſt and illuſtrious houſe; who was one of 
its moſt glorious ornaments and ſupports— 
A Prince ever | zealous of the publick 
good; to whom, under the aufpicious pro- 
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vidence of God, this nation owes much of 


its dignity and glory; which, by his he- 
roic actions, were nobly maintained, and as 
bravely defended—to whom we are highly 
indebted, for the protection and ſecurity 

of our moſt ineſtimable privileges; which 
were dangerouſſy threatened by the ſame 
baſe invaders, that attempted to ſhake and 
fubvert that throne, which your royal 
grand-father, with ſo roy ingly virtues, 
adorned. | 


Nor do your Majeſty's affectionate people 
feel leſs for their Sovereign, than for them- 
ſelves—Por a while, we loſe the ſenſe of 
our own loſs, in that which your Maje- 
ſty hath ſuſtained—When we conſider that 
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we have not only loſt a ſtedfaſt friend to 
liberty, but that our Sovereign has loſt a 
wiſe and faithful Counſellor ; one, who, 
by his neceſſary attachment, and ſincere 


affection to your Majeſty's illuſtrious houſe, 


could not but have conſulted its beſt inte- 
reſts; and whoſe inviolable regards to the 
publick, fitted him for our beſt advocate— 
while, at the fame time, we reflect upon 
thoſe unhappy contentions and animoſities, 
whoſe irreſiſtible influences have penetrated 
and reached your Majeſty's palace and 


 throne—When we reflect, that, the Prince 


is now no more, who graciouſly interpoſed 
to reconcile. contending parties, and allay 
thoſe diſſenſions that prevented the ſucceſs 
of the moſt ſalutary meaſures for the pub- 
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condolance with your Majeſty praying 
chat this awful judgment might be pro- 


Tx 12 
lick good; we cannot but deeply lament 
our own loſs, while we join in ſincereſt 


perly improved—that God would raife up 
men of wiſdom and integrity; whoſe 


| hearts, warm with zeal and affection both 
for the people and the prince, may lead 


them to promote, with unſhaken intre- 
pidity, the pu blick good—whoſe wiſe coun- 
ſels ſhall aſſiſt your Majeſty in purſuing 
ſuch meaſures, as ſhall iſſue in the general 


happineſs of this great people, over whom 


Providence has placed you—that we may 
ſtill earneſtly pray for the continuance of 
your Majeſty's life; and all thoſe bleſſings; 


| which, while they render your reign happy 


C π¾ o 
and glorious to yourſelf, may be the means 
of the moſt im portant and permanent feli- 
city to this nation. Amidſt your Majeſty's 
affectionate ſubjects, who thus devoutly 


pray, is n 
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and moſt obedient ſervant, 
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or HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 


William Duke of | Cumberland. 
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PSALM xlix. 10. 
For he ſeth "that wiſe men die, likewiſe the fool 


and the brutifh perſon periſh, and leave their 


| wealth to others. 


Tux Apen band of Dexth makes fich 
ravages in the world, and ſuch inroads upon pub- 
lick and private happineſs, that demands our moſt 


ſerious attention and religious improvement. None. 
are exempted from this imperious tyrant's ſtroke— 
the high and the low— the king and the peaſant— 
the lord and the vaſſal - the rich and the poor the 
wiſe and the fooliſh—the young and the old—the 
healthy and fick, fall alike an eaſy and undiſtin- 
guiſhgd prey to the great devourer DEATH. The 
palace and the cottage have mourners alike, ſave, 
that in the latter, the voice of forrow is more 
uſyally the genuine voice of nature, and tho tears 
that here fall, are the honeſt tribute of a grateful 
or affectionate * er 
41 


\ Obſervation Bk experience 1 us, that we are 


all borne down the tide of human life with irre- 


fiſtible force ; and that ſome launch into the ocean 
of eternity unawares to themſelves, and unſuſ- 
pected by the world. The poor are thus ſwept 
away unnoticed, and unregarded—they have no 

officious' hand of affection to ſmooth their pillows, 
or wipe from the brow the drops of agony— 
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| 131 
no one to lament their loſs, remember their vir- 
tues, or bleſs their memory. But there are others, 


whoſe eminent ſtations make them miſs'd as ſoon 


as. they fall, Like towering difiots, their ruin is 
ſoon diſcerned, and like them, __ ſpread a ew 
deſtruction around . 

When we reflect how extenſively one great event 
may operate, and with how minute affairs the 
greateſt are connected; that the whole: ſyſtem of 
policy, through a great part of the world, ſhall be 
materially and eſſentially affected by the death of 
one Prince : when we conſider how cauſes ate inter- 
woven, which! nothing but the nios eye of Omi- 
Icience exh diſoetn, and nothing but infinite Power 
ditect or ebntront; We tre called at once, to the 
atknowledsment of a divine Providence to ac- 
l n el ine lautes and king 
Uotris of the World * ne i. g 
Ami: Je bnocſtab Slot on! god * W 
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Sometimes the leading traces of the divine pr o- 


ceedings ate evident to us. From human conjec-- 


ture, we can infer that ſuch events will moſt pro- 
bably happen. We can plainly perceive, that ſuch 
and ſuch ſteps lead to ſuch and ſuch great and fin- 
gular events, When this nation was juſt. upon the. 
brink of deſtruction, when falling into the hands of 
the worſt of focs—when. our liberties, .civil and re- 

ligious;. were in moſt imminent danger —when ö the 


Engliſhmen, we ought to hold dear as our lives— 
when Rome, ever ambitious and cruel, had joined 
with France, ever treacherous and aſpiring, to forge 
chains for the neek of Freedom; nothing could 
have ſaved us, in all human probability, but the 
arrival of -a PRINCE, WILLIAM or IMMORTAL 


MiMory;-to/ſnatch1us from the impending dan- 


ger. Like an angel of God, he flew to our reſcue, 
and reſtored hope to theſe deſponding, almoſt 
ruined realms ;—raiſed Liberty, who had been firſk 


hand of tytanny and; papal uſurpation, had almoſt 
wheſted: from from us that ſacred, charter, which, as 
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42 
craftily undermined, and then violently depoſed, 
and moſt inſolently trampled on: and by aſcending; 
the throne of theſe realms, eſtabliſhed her empire» 


and immortaliz'd his own name. 


How many concurrent cauſes Providence muſt 
have over-ruled to bring this nation to its preſent 
pitch of glory, none but God can know. Many 
muſt have been the dangers, however unperceived, 
or unſuſpected by us, to which, as a nation, we 


have been expoſed, and from which we have hong 
delivered, | 


4 


Nor are the proceedings of Providence, leſs con- 


ſpicuous in the DESTRUCTION, than in the HA I- 


NEss of a kingdom. The wiſdom and power of 


God are as much employed to bring a people to 
ſharne, as to exalt them in glory. As: ſometimes 
it happens that a nation ſhall be caiſed unexpectedly 


to fame; ſo, at others, a n Mt | 


_ edly fink into ruin. 


(6 } 
Though the providence of God be directed by 
rules, and conducted by ways unknown to us; yet 
ſo much of the divine proceedings are in general re- 
vealed to mankind, that the intentions of Provi- 
dence are ſo plainly diſcoverable, that they ſhould 
lead us to a proper apprehenſion, and improvement 
of them. When the judgments of God have theſe 
evident preſages foretelling their adventure, we may 


reaſonably conclude, that this is the deſign of Pro- 


vidence, to warn us that we may repent, and ſo avert 


the threatening deſtruction : or to clear the hand of 


God from any imputations of unjuſt ſeverity, when 
it falls upon us with the heavieſt chaſtiſement. N 

The ruin of a nation ſeldom happens precipi- 
tately, or all at once The heavens do not pour 
down vengeance in torrents of deſtruction, ſweep- 


ing away a whole people as with the blaſt of the 


hteath of the Almighty Empires do not fall, as 
they do not tiſe in a day - By the gradual: advances 
of time — the revolution and corruption of Man- 
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ners—the changes of laws the violations of li- 
berty - the incroachments of power—the baneful 
malignity of luxury---the ambition of the great, 
and the vices of all, by theſe buman means, they 


fink into deſtruction: and with ſuch cauſes, are 


the awful diſpenſations of God connected. 


Providence ſeldom ſtrikes the blow, but it gives 
us warning—God has ſeldom ſent ruin and deſola- 
tion, without ſome prodigies that have harbingered 
the deſtruction. Sometimes wars without, are de- 
figned to remind us of our worſt of foes, Vices 
within. At others, the favours we bave lighted, 
ſhall either be taken from us, or converted into 
means af our ruin—at another, the counſellor and 
mighty, the prince and the warrior ſhall fall, as we 
this day feel, and ought ſincerely to lament—A prince, 


and a greet mam is fallen in Ifrael. What changes 


are connected with this awful event, is known 
alone to God. We can only judge from human 
3 


( 8] 
probabilty, and pronounce alone upon the general 
experience of the world. And yet, from theſe, 
how much can we gather to conclude; that this 
ſtroke of heaven was Wan as a chaſtiſement for 
our ſins. | | 


We have loſt a Prince, who, in early life, gave 
the happieſt - preſages of uſefulneſs and glory.—In 
the vigour of youth, the glowing ardour of his 
| breaſt was inkindled againſt the baſe, | rebellious in- 
vaders of his father's throne.—Honour, liberty, and 
juſtice, * firſt called him to the field when 
theſe, and his country had ſuch high demands upon 
his virtue, he readily obeyed ; and bravely ven- 
pre that life, which was the ornament of the 
age, in defence, and for the protection of that 
Throne, which his royal father ſo long honoured and 
adorned. He reduced his rebellious foe into ſub- 
jeRtion: and with mercy, equal to his fortitude, | 
pardoned that enemy whom juſtice, might have con. —= 

1 | | 


MM, 

demned *; —— He triumphed. as much by his ele- 
mency as he did by his ſword: and! at once gave a 
happy, and, moſt. illuſtrious, inftancs of that union of 
compaſſion and magnanimity, which. chatacterizes 
dle man, the hero, and the Chriſtian. | 


- 
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ſort,. called: him again to the field in foreign parts 
he willingly ſubmitted to every difficulty; toiled 


' through dangers that would baye diſcouraged kings, 
| while he endured them like a common: veteran. = 


one of thoſe great enterprizes, where every thing 
is ſet upon the iſſue and ſucceſs of the da; when 


ws Dacbail hd (9172, ed l 

4 ® The author cannot but with deteſtation, and indignation, 
remember the baſe aſperſions caſt upon the-humanity, for which 

this illuſtrious Prince was ſo eminently remarkable, at a time, 

when all lovers of their country ought to have bailed him as 
— 2 The report of any cruel or oy orders 1 

tendin ollowing the day of victory over the rebel ar 

us falſe as it is vile * aroſe ad, and has been — 212 , 
alone by thoſe, whoſe. rebel hearts led them to ſtain that glory, 

the cauſe of which they inwardly lamented. - It is with the 

greateſt pleaſure that I can, after repeated enquiry, and the beſt 
nformation, which I received from a worthy officer who at- 
tended the Prince, clear him Tow ibis baſe aſperſion upon his 
heroic character. 8 

| | EC 
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' the enemy behaved "reſolutely bold, and his w] n 
troops, fired by his example, intrepidly valiant; at 
a time, that afforded him a fair opportunity of dif- 
playing his wiſdom as a General, and fortitude as a 
Hero, he immortalized the day of combat, with 
his e and his BLoop, Where the fate of 
the war was not determined, it was kept i in fuſpence | 
by his ſword —at length he returned to honour and 
renown,” to the rejoicing ſight of his countrymen, 
7 whom, while -he eſteemed as a Prince, he loved as 
an 1 * 


The * ſervices of this illuſtrious man, I will 
be bold to ſay, beſpake the hero indeed — ſuffice 
it to remark — that in HanoveR, the duty of a 
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ſon, overcame the glorious ambition of the hero — 
here he made a ſacrifice that finiſhed his character, 
however it ſeemed at firſt to eclipſe his merit, — 
When he returned, he nobly ſubmitted to a reſig- 
nation of his military honours, content with having 
* well of his country. 
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. There is a tax which true victue and greatneſs al- 


ways pays, upon the rigorous exaction of a prejudiced: 
world. And the manner of doing this, adds a dig- 
nity to the other excellencies of the chatacter: it is, 
to bear the weight of public odium undeſerved, and 
unmoved. It is the part of a little ſoul, and abject 
mind, either actually to feel, or ſeverely reſent the 
unprovoked injuries, that either prejudice or vice can 
offer. If the contrary be as ſure a ſign of true no- 
bility, no prince ever gave more conſpicuous, and 
illuſtrious evidences that ſuch a nobility was his, 
than the prince whoſe death we now deplore. Not 
all his Public ſervices could fave him from cenſure, 
He who had encountered and triumphed over his 
foes, and eſcaped from every hoſtile attempt upon 
his life, found the ſhaft of envy pointed againſt 
him by his own countrymen — he who had deſerved 
the united thanks and acclamations of a kingdom, 
had ſome mouths opened againſt him in opprobri- 
ous abuſe. But his virtue made him ſuperior to 
C 2 


12 ] 
every baſe and ealumnious attack. And the at- 


tempts to ſully his character, and obſcure his glory. 


ſerved but to euſt around each, additional luſtre, and 
10 exhibit them to the faireſt advantage. 


VUnmoved by that cenſure, which -could never 


reach, however aimed, the height of his · merit ad 


honour, he did not retire into obſeutity — he knew 
that his wildom and eare were the mote important, 
by how much the Jeſs they were ſulieited he 
therefore, by his coutifels, endeavoured Nill to fave 
that nation, which before he had faved and pro- 
tected by his courage. -He ſaw us, by the prevalence 
of contending parties, by the ambition of owe man, 
the bite Geßgus er my, and the ülfineted in- 
tereſts of all, ſinking faſt into anarchy and ruin. 
He ſawy thoſe diſcharged from their honours, and 
diſmiſſed from the throne,” who were the ornaments 
of their Nation. He ſaw the helm of government 


tudely managed, after it had been taken out of the 


hands of the moſt ſkilful pilot; and turned far from 


. IJ , 
0 wie . 


141 

the port ol the vv Ric 600D---He then wiſely in- 
terfered with that authority his high ſhation and-emi- 
nont abilities authorized him — endeavoured to 
compoſe the animoſities that prevailed —- to ſtill the 
ſpirit of - party contention — to convert all to the | 
public good — and, with a certain greatneſs of 
mind, which few princes have diſeovered, perſonally | 


applied to the greateſt ſtateſman in the world, to 


aſſume again the reins of abdieated power, as the 


only means of ſaving this GREAT PEOPLE, rent and 


diſtracted by their on diſſentions; cauſed. at fit, 


by a name ſo truly odious, and meaſures ſo deteſt- 
able, that it becomes not me, in this place, to give 
them their true calling. 

In the midſt of theſe negociations, which every 
true lover of his country formed the moſt elevated 
hopes of ſceiog brought io the happieſt concluſion, 
when ſuch a prince was employed — at a time, 
when his wiſdom and counſels ſeemed as neceſſary, 
as once were his courage and arm for the ſafety of 


( 44.3 | 
the nation — at a time, when the friends of liberty | 
rejoĩced in the propitious aſpect that affairs began 0 
to reſume — when all our hopes, and our eager 
eyes were turned to him as our unprejudiced friend, 

WILLIAM -DUKE. of CUMBERLAND, a Prince of 
true dignity, and virtue, of the greateſt condeſcen- 
ſion, the rewarder of merit, the ; guardian of Eng- 

land, the terror of her foes, and the ornament of 

his illuſtrious houſe, died. — 5 


1 Bxrrons after the ttibute of a tear to the me- 
mory of one ſo great, whom you had once ſo much | 
reaſon to admire and love, and whom you now ſo 

_ juſtly lament, turn to yourſelves, — If you have 
thoſe of like abilities whom you can truſt, upon 
whom you can rely, and whoſe counſels you can 
follow, rejoice. — But, if you muſt fill mourn, 
apply to God — avert the judgments, that ſuch an 
awful event might preſage: and pray that thoſe may 

be raiſed to honour and truſt, who will beſt ſupply 
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do not ſatisſy us when they are poſſeſſed, but al- 


1 ] 


—— —— 


mou rn: 
ie ns oem HW ei: ennie ne 
—— the . e of the; peo 
cho in this fate of greatneſs, read your own — nor 
palaces” of grandeur, nor erowns., of glory, nor 
thrones imperial, can protect you from the ſtroke of 


death. When this tyrant advances, all your pomp 


will be reduced to common ſhew — your crowns, 
you yourſelves will put by, with ſickly rejection — 
your ſcepters, will appear the pageant of an hour - 
and your thrones yield you neither comfort or ſup- 
port and if you be not ſurrounded with guards of 
your on virtues, none other can protect you. 


From this, and every e of mortality, let 
us all leann the ſtate of ſublunary ee 
The pomps, tlie faſhions - the honours and glories 
of this world, how ſoon they fade away | —they 


Ways pain us When we are deprived of them. 


( 26 ] 

As death firikes; with an equal hand, the king and 
the beggar; and brings us all upon a common level; 
let us cultivate thoſe virtues, that will make an eſſen- 
tial and important difference at the time; han death 
ſhalt” range lawleſs, and uncontrouled no more —. 
when the honours wo ſhall poſlels, willi be. ſubject 
to no alteration'-—whero' glory: ſhall be obtained, 
that ſhall not fade from the poſſeſſor, but ſhine: for 
ever, and ever; not ehe. 9 but in- 
m Vue is 2: nher nee 
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*1 2 — hat here we oannot ſuſtain the 
Brest and Muſtrious characters of kings and princes, 


warriors and heroes He li 4 hero that conquers 
himſelf; yea greater than he that taketh a city He 


is a Prinee that ruleth his on ſpirit; that keeps in 


order the s TR TE e MAN fi- that humbles the 
aſpirings of his Ooh and eorrects the arrogance of 
bis ſplrit, and puniſlies the guilty violations of his 
| Pride; when it makes intoads upon enother's haps 
pineſs ;* who ſupports Reafon ſupteum om her 
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throne; who protects the laws of conſcienee, as 
the. great right of man, keeping them free ſrom 
violation and incroachment, He is a King, who 
ſways the ſceptte of controul over His paflions / 
and reduces into order, all the irtegulat affections of 


12 10 22019701420 04,2450 T7 
Nor let the providerico of God be forgotten, by 
which all the changes of the world happen; and 
from whence, amidſt them all, our beft confolations 


are derived God can raiſe up men of valour, wil 


dom and - fortitude, to protect and ſupport our na- 
don and;/lbws-«Nought, is to be deſpuired of untler 
the gorormmenr of God. Out᷑ great aim ſhovld be, 
to make ourſelves, by our virtae; objects of his 

aq. ng Hh. He o 30 e 32670 eee OE 
Under our proſent, and aidſt all our Ibffes; this 
is out conſolation 5 that the cine in whith we are 
intere ſtod, is the cu of Bdavenait' is the ſacred 
cauſa of EI NH I AND FPRU rn. leck 211 nos It 
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When I conſider this. nation, üg from the 
ſmalleſt beginnings, through ſuch a variety of con- 
queſts and changes, ſubje& to ſuch numberleſs re- 
_ volutions, and ſurrounded by ſuch enemies, with 
; the wars in which we have been embroil'd, 'to that 
pitch of glory to which we have arrived, and that 
eminence in arts, ſciences,and improvements of every 
kind, we have attained ; I cannot but think, and 
 auſpiciouſly hope, that the greateſt events are con- 
nected with us.— That, as, in the courſe of Pro- 
vidence, we have been ſo remarkably favoured and 
protected, ſo we ſhall continue, till the great ſcheme 
of divine Providence, be compleated in, and by us.— 
And notwithſtanding fo-many ſymptoms of a de- 
clining ſtate appear; yet the cauſe of LIBE EAT will 
not fall, until an opening be made for her reception 
in ſome other part of the world. A part, per- 
haps, where a great empire ſhall ariſe, and extend 
itſelf ; affording room for the reception of Free: 
dom, and her wide dominion—yhere religion ſhall 
lift aloft its banner, uncontrouled by ſtate! violation, 


"i 
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and free from ſacerdotal entanglement, and papal 
uſurpation An empire, that ſhall afford a ſafe re- 
treat and aſylum to all the uncorrupted ſons of Free- 

dom, when Liberty ſhall be forcibly driven from 
every other realm An empire that ſhall open a 
wide theatre for the diſplay of the grand tranſactions 
of providential wiſdom --- Tranſations marked 
with more than human manners, and characters: 


that ſhall not relate. to this or any other na- 
tion alone, that ſhall bear inſtamped upon them 
the broad ſeal of God himſelf; either - evidently 
pointing to, or. aQually accompliſhing the grand 
deſigns of his providence ; fulfilling ancient pro- 
phecies leading our poſterity, happy in future days, 
to ſee the glorious kingdom of the Meſſiah, riſing 


by degrees, out of the revolutions and deſtruction of 


the kingdoms of this world. 
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